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legislative day to spotlight their party’s priorities and successes and to criti-
cize the other party.

PARTY CONTINUITY AND CHANGE

Several features of the contemporary party system on Capitol Hill stand out: 
the intensity of party conflict, the persistence of the two-party system, and the 
advent of new coalition-building practices.

TABLE 6-1    Party Committees in the Senate and House

Committee	 Function

Senate Democratic

Policy	� Considers party positions on specific measures and 	assists the 
party leader in scheduling bills 

Steering and Outreach	� Assigns Democrats to committees and coordinates policy, 
legislative, and message issues for the Democratic Conference

Campaign	 Works to elect Democrats to the Senate

Senate Republican

Policy	� Provides summaries of GOP positions on specific issues; 
researches procedural and substantive issues; drafts policy 
alternatives

Committee on Committees	 Assigns Republicans to committees

Campaign	 Works to elect Republicans to the Senate

House Democratic

Steering	� Assists the leadership and Democratic Caucus in establishing, 
implementing, researching, and communicating party priorities; 
assigns Democrats to committees

Campaign	� Aids in electing Democrats to the House

House Republican

Policy	� Considers majority party proposals and works for consensus 
among Republican members

Steering	 Assigns Republicans to standing committees

Campaign	 Seeks to elect Republicans to the House

Note: The official names of the parties’ campaign committees are as follows: Democratic Senatorial Campaign 
Committee, National Republican Senatorial Committee, Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, and 
National Republican Congressional Committee.


